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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read a communication to the 
Senate. 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, December 7, 2007. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, 
a Senator from the State of Maryland, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. CARDIN thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the time for debate this 
morning be extended by 15 minutes; 
that time will be equally divided, with 
the final 20 minutes reserved for the 
two leaders, with the majority leader 
controlling the final 10 minutes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this morn-
ing there will be, as we have indicated, 
a limited period of debate prior to a 
cloture vote on the motion to concur in 
the House amendments to the Senate 
amendments to H.R. 6, comprehensive 
energy legislation. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

ENERGY INDEPENDENCE AND 
SECURITY ACT OF 2007 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask that 
the Chair lay before the Senate a mes-
sage from the House of Representatives 
on H.R. 6. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to the message 
from the House of Representatives on 
H.R. 6. 

The Acting President pro tempore 
laid before the Senate the amendments 
of the House of Representatives to the 
bill (H.R. 6) entitled ‘‘An Act to reduce 
our nation’s dependency on foreign oil 
by investing in clean, renewable, and 
alternative energy resources, pro-
moting new emerging energy tech-
nologies, developing greater efficiency, 
and creating a Strategic Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewables Reserve to in-
vest in alternative energy, and for 
other purposes,’’ with amendments. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I send a 

cloture motion to the desk. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The cloture motion having been 
presented under rule XXII, the Chair 
directs the clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to concur in the House amendments to 
the Senate amendments to H.R. 6, com-
prehensive energy legislation. 

Jeff Bingaman, Max Baucus, Blanche L. 
Lincoln, Charles E. Schumer, Jon Test-
er, Robert Menendez, Jack Reed, Tom 
Harkin, Mark Pryor, Patty Murray, 
Ron Wyden, Dick Durbin, Maria Cant-
well, Byron L. Dorgan, Robert P. 
Casey, Jr., Kent Conrad, Bill Nelson. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask the 
mandatory quorum be waived. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Who yields time? 
The Senator from New Mexico is rec-

ognized. 
Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I 

might say, first, to my side of the aisle, 
and any of those who are on our side, if 
you want to speak, just let me know. I 
have no reason to need all the time. If 
any of you would like to speak, I will 
be glad to yield. 

With that out of the way, let me say 
it wasn’t many months ago when this 
Senator believed, as a bill passed the 
U.S. Senate and went its way to the 
House, that because of some very cou-
rageous Senators we had finally 
reached a point where we could tame 
that voracious lion that was eating up 
all the oil that we could import in 
transportation, in automobiles, trucks, 
diesel trucks, and the like. We know 
that was the biggest guzzler of im-
ported fuel oil that America had. 

A committee on which I did not 
serve—nor did my chairman, Senator 
BINGAMAN serve on, although we were 
putting a bill together—the Committee 
on Commerce, headed by Senator 
INOUYE and the ranking member, Sen-
ator STEVENS, with Senators such as 
TRENT LOTT on it—they had a lot of 
courage. They decided to put on our 
bill as part of an energy bill the first 
major change in the fleet automobile 
standards for the United States. What 

courage that took and how happy many 
of us were that committee had finally 
done that. 

Couple that with what had been done 
in the other committees in the Senate, 
including that which was done by the 
Energy Committee itself, and we put 
together a very exciting bill. It went to 
the U.S. House of Representatives as a 
bill that contained the provision I just 
spoke of. It contained a very large pro-
vision, a major provision—what I 
would call the ethanol 2 provision to 
save ethanol for the future, so it would 
not continue to have trouble, and then 
build on the next 15 years a major gi-
gantic bill for further ethanol to be 
produced from other than corn. That 
bill was a giant bill, and it went to the 
House with some other small pieces. 
But no taxes were in that bill, and the 
proposal that we would mandate all of 
the States to have 15 percent of their 
electricity produced from alternative 
fuels was not in the bill. 

It went to the House and there it sat. 
Senator BINGAMAN and I thought we 
were negotiating with the House over 
the months under a proposal that said 
the two of us represent the Senate, and 
we will sit down with the House Mem-
bers and see, since we cannot have a 
conference—there was no way to get a 
conference on our bills because of ob-
jection in the Senate—we would sit 
down together and produce a bill based 
upon the bill that had left the Senate 
and clearly some of the things that had 
been done in the House. It was pretty 
clear we could get a great bill out of 
that and would have the same basic 
format that I just described. 

After talking it through and getting 
to the point where we were ready to go, 
the House decided to go its own way 
and leave us standing. Then they used 
our bill which we had sent them, that 
was built around an Inouye bill—they 
used that to put together a bill that 
came through the House yesterday and 
is before us today. 

The first thing that went awry is a 
Senator like myself, 35 years in the 
Senate—I had never been dealt with 
this way ever before in my time in the 
Senate, where I was asked to do some-
thing by a committee, we were in the 
process of doing it, and then a com-
mittee backs out and uses the work 
that was done by the working group, 
including this Senator, to produce a 
new bill. 

That new bill is before us today, and 
it contains taxes which the President 
says he will veto—and he sent us the 
message. The message is here: If those 
taxes are on this bill when it arrives at 
his desk, all our work will have been 
for naught. If the provision for manda-
tory electric alternatives, the 15 per-
cent mandated across the land, or 15 
minus 4, as it sometimes is used—the 
President said if that is in there he will 
veto the bill. So we could waste our 
time or we could do something mean-
ingful. Today we are starting down a 
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